
PHASE 1

Highest-risk health care workers and 
individuals:

•	 People who have direct contact with 
COVID-19 patients for 15 minutes or more 
over a 24-hour period. 

•	 Long-term care facility staff and residents.

PHASE 2 PHASE 3

The general public:

•	 Anyone age 16-59.

Coloradans age 70+, moderate-risk health 
care workers, first responders, frontline 
essential workers, and continuity of state 
government:

•	 Health care workers with less direct contact 
with COVID-19 patients (e.g. home health, 
hospice, pharmacy, dental, etc.) and EMS. 

•	 Firefighters, police, COVID-19 response 
personnel, correctional workers, and funeral 
services.

•	 People age 70 and older. 

•	 Frontline essential workers in education, 
food and agriculture, manufacturing, U.S. 
postal service, public transit and specialized 
transportation staff, grocery, public health, 
frontline essential human service workers, 
and direct care providers for Coloradans 
experiencing homelessness.

•	 Essential officials from executive, legislative 
and judicial branches of state government. 

•	 Essential frontline journalists.

Higher-risk individuals and other 
essential workers:

•	 People age 60-69.

•	 People age 16-59 with obesity, 
diabetes, chronic lung disease, 
significant heart disease, chronic 
kidney disease, cancer, or are 
immunocompromised.

•	 Other essential workers and 
continuity of local government.

•	 Adults who received a placebo during 
a COVID-19 vaccine clinical trial.
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*Timeline subject to change based on 
supply chain. Prioritization subject to 
change based on data, science, availability.

Revised date: 12/30/2020

Note: CDPHE recognizes the Tribal sovereignty of the Ute Mountain Ute and Southern Ute Indian Tribes, and that the Tribes 
have the authority to determine how vaccine supply will be prioritized for their populations, even if their prioritization 
scheme is different than what CDPHE recommends. Some federal entities such as the Bureau of Prisons, Department of 
Defense, Department of State, Veteran’s Hospital Association, and Indian Health Services will be vaccinated by the federal 
government. Children and pregnant people are not included in this preliminary phased approach; they may be prioritized for 
vaccine contemporaneously when/if safety and efficacy data are available with the appropriate ACIP recommendation. 


